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HE bristles at the sugges-
S on of a second career

once her modelling stilletos
were put to rest, and says art has
always been something of a
hobby with her. Yet, it has taken
model-turned-entrepreneur
Simar Duggal some time to come.
up with her own art gallery, Pig-
ment, an online space for inter-
esting artworks. The 40-year-old,
who held her first exhibition
Alt+Refresh in November, is
only just discovering what draws
visitors to openings — zany con-
temporary art, Korbel cham-
pagne paired with cheese
canapes, and a guest list drawn
from herlittle black book of
numbers. Her opening show, fea-
turing 18 artists such as Binoy
Verghese, Manil Gupta, George
Martin PJ, TM Aziz and newbies
Yogesh Sharma, Sachin Deo and
Vijit Sharma, was hosted by
Tonino’s owner Paramjit Sawh-
ney, Dugal’s brother, where 400
guests such as Angad Bedi, de-
signers Shantanu Mehra and
Charu Parashar, gallerist Aarti
Singh, entrepreneurs Navin
Ansal and his wife Rascel Gujral,
and designer-turned fashion
merchandiser Monisha Bajaj put
in an appearance.

“Ihave been dabbling in art for -

along time, and have been col-
lecting offbeat works for the past
cight years. A lot of people who
visit my Friends Colony resi-
dence admire the works and the
way it is putup. I have been rec-
ommending artists to them, so af-
terapoint I decided to set up an
online gallery,” she says. She is
now courting and developing
young artists, and helping them
through her “connection with the
fashion world and placing them
in a good environment”. The re-

her know) from
comprehs Soinabid to ed-
ucate herself further, she hopes
to attend the upcoming Venice
Biennale in Italy.

Dugal is of course, one of the
many women who are turning to
art as a second career in the Cap-
ital of late. While women like
Renu Modi of Gallery Espace
have already established a suc-
cessful blueprint for it, a bunch of

though, requires more than that.
Khanna, who is no stranger to
art, knows it well. A former Ernst
and Young employee, she quit
her cushy job in 2007 to focus on
art and motherhood. The 31-
year-old has been organising ex-
hibitions since 2005 at the Visual
Arts Gallery, India Habitat Cen-
tre and the Lalit Kala Akademi
with artists such as Sudip Roy
and Paresh Maity, before launch-
ing her own in November this
year. “Tax is something intangi-
ble, I'was bored of crunching
numbers, while art is something I
can identify with,” says Khanna;
sitting at her 600 square feet art
gallery, surrounded by large for-
mat works of Niren Sengupta and
Krishnendu Porel. “The costs
have gone up tremendously over
the past few years and it is not as
fancy as it sounds to run an art
gallery. One has to develop a set
of buyers and take care of the lo-
gistics. Though one likes to sup-
port younger artists as much as
one can, you can’trun the gallery
on sympathy alone,” says
Khanna, who is representing up-
coming artists such as Somnath
Datta and Biplab Rehman in
forthcoming exhibitions. “T have
never gone for a Husain or a
Raza, simply because I believe in
promoting younger artists who
are still affordable,” she said,
Luckily, rentals are not some-
thing that either Gupta or
Khanna have had to worry about,
since their gallery spaces have
been “gifted” by family members.
For Gupta, 40, a former informa-
tion analyst with Discovery chan-
nel, the interest in art grew after
doing up her home. Now, she eu-
rates shows at her 2,000 square
feet gallery, wherein high net-
worth individuals pore over
works of relatively unknown

Are art galleries the latest indulgence for

deterred the ladies who are
banking on their crowd-
drawing ability. Puja Gupta,
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The master artists have been

replaced by bright contem- 1o ensure a sprin

porary art on their sales list cialites. Meanwhile, Gradually, she has educated

and their desks are awash number of senior artistsare  herself through catalogues und

with applications from are also part of the guestlist — museum visits. “Interacting with

young artists to draw media coverage. senior artists helps a lot in my un-
Whether there’s a boom “This js important as it derstanding,” says Gupta, who

in the art market or not, will lends a certain credibility,” draws on her corporate network

be decided post the India says Dugal. to pull in buyers, willing to invest

Art Summit, but that hasn’t Running an art gallery in lesser-known artists,




